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Special Reports

Improving the Effect of Lecturing in Medical
Education via the Classroom Response System

Shih-Chieh Liao, M.Ed., Ph.D.}, Hsi-Chin Wu, MD, MS %,
Kun-Yen Huangl, MD, Ph.D., Walter Chen, MD, MS>

Lectures have long been one of the major tea-
ching methods used in medical education. The ad-
vantage of lecturing is that it allows a systematic
presentation and planned delivery of discrete con-
tent to students. The disadvantage of lecturing,
however, is that students generally do not like to re-
spond to the instructor in the class and therefore lec-
turing can easily become a one-way transfer of
knowledge. As a result, the instructor-student inter-
action is not a major feature of traditional didactic
lectures, not to mention the student's development
in creative and reflective cognitive abilities. The

classroom response system (CRS) enables the in-
structor to collect students' responses via student re-
mote controls. From these spontaneous responses,
the CRS enables the instructor to gain information
about the students' learning and individual differen-
ces so as to adjust and plan the method of teaching
accordingly. This article discusses the use of the
CRS in medical education and its potential for as-
sisting medical educators to enhance the instructor-
student interaction and teaching effectiveness.
(Full text in Chinese)

Key words:classroom response system, lecturing, teaching effect.
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